
Equal Opportunities Committee 

Where Gypsy/Travellers live – call for evidence 

We’re keen that improvements are made to the lives of Gypsy/Travellers and have 

identified, by reviewing the work of the previous Equal Opportunities Committees and 

through an awareness raising afternoon with Gypsy/Travellers, that where Gypsy/Travellers 

live if often at the root of many problems that they face. As a result, we’re launching this call 

for evidence on accommodation. 

We’re also holding a separate inquiry into Gypsy/Travellers and care. 

We’d like to hear from Gypsy/Travellers about where they live. To find out the types of 

questions we’re asking Gypsy/Travellers, you can watch the video above, or view our leaflet 

in pdf or accessible html format. These are just examples of questions – if you have 

anything else to tell us about where you live we’d really like to hear from you. 

We’d also like to hear from Gypsy/Travellers, public bodies, third sector organisations and 

individuals regarding the following: 

Site provision 

 The number of local authority sites across Scotland – are there enough sites to 

accommodate Gypsy/Travellers in Scotland, and do sites generally provide enough 

pitches to accommodate large family groups? 

 The quality of local authority sites in terms of their location and on-site facilities/amenities 

 How are local authority sites managed, and what is the role site managers  

 Whether there are alternatives to local authority site provision—for instance private 

sites—what might these be and how they are run. 

 How are disputes/complaints between Gypsy/Travellers and the settled community 

managed 

 What provision is available for Gypsy/Travellers who want to stop somewhere 

temporarily   

 If a local authority offers no sites for Gypsy/Travellers, why not and has provision been 

made available in the past. 

Community support and access to services 

 How does living on a site affect being able to access services, such as visiting a GP or a 

dentist. 

 Do local authorities have Gypsy/Traveller liaison officers – is there an overlap with the 

role of site manager 

 Do Gypsy/Travellers contact public and third sector organisations for assistance, if so 

what are their concerns. 

 Do Gypsy/Travellers have to change their accommodation in order to gain access to 

services, for instance moving from a site to a bricks-and-mortar home. 


